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hello class.



• your name
• where you are from
• background in making things w/ hands
• background in making things w/ cameras
• background in making things w/ computers
• why you are here or what you hope to learn from this class
• your favorite movie, television show or social media channel and WHY

hello class.



Course Description:  

This class explores cinematic storytelling through digital film 
making. Through a variety of in class and homework assignments, 
this course introduces participants to a variety of video making 
techniques, vocabulary and tools while learning the basics of 
concept development, video capture and editing with Adobe 
Premiere. Students will learn the fundamentals of recording and 
editing, lighting, sound, camera work and other pre and post 
production methods.



introvideo.copperbluemedia.comClass Website:

Class Blog: ivespring2018.tumblr.com

http://introvideo.oldobjectsnewideas.com
http://ivefall2017.tumblr.com


Attendance

2 (unexcused) absences = one letter drop in grade 
3                       absences = one more letter drop 
4                       absences = a failing grade       

15 min or more late or early departure = 1/2 absence



course requirements: 

Students are expected to participate in class: contributing positively to class discussions, arriving on 
time having thoughtfully completed the reading, technical and creative assignments. Computers and 
mobile devices must be silenced and not glowing during critique, class discussion and student 
presentations. 

It is your responsibility to turn in work on time, to make up any missed assignments, and to catch up 
with the class in the event of an absence. Late work is unacceptable; however, this work can be 
turned in for partial credit. If you know you are going to be absent, contact the professor by email in 
advance. For the most up-to-date information (including what is due next class) visit the class 
website: introanimation.oldobjectsnewideas.com. 

Drawing skills are not necessary for this class, however, students are required to keep a sketchbook, 
and bring it to class every week. Each student should sketch, storyboard or write in their sketchbook 
daily. Students should bring an external storage device with them to class every week. 



a sketchbook
for drawing 
things

course materials



external storage

course materials

headphones

your mobile device

(a video camera)



assignments: 

Every week students will be asked to read, watch and share a variety of 
media experiences as well as share the work they create during in class 
discussion and critique. Every week will be different. Please pay close 
attention to the syllabus online as these may change throughout the 
semester

read | watch | share | do



grading:  

Two (unexcused) absences result in grade drop and four absences 
result in a failing grade. Late or early departure from class (15 
minutes) is the equivalent of half an absence. 

Participation 20% 
Regular Assignments 30% 
Project One 10% 
Project Two 10% 
Project Three 10% 
Final Project 20% 



course outline (this will likely change): 

Week 1 — Class Overview & Intro to Film Histories
Week 2 — Visual Narrative, the Storyboard and Sequencing
Week 3 — Project 1 Due // The Shoot: Cinematography, Lighting and Sound
Week 4 — Editing: Pace, Rhythm, Emotion
Week 5 — Film and Video as Portraiture (?)
Week 6 — Project 2 Due // Scriptwriting vs. Documentary Practice
Week 7 — Video Shorts: Music Videos, Commercials & Social Media
Week 8 — Cinema As Design Object
Week 9 — Looking at and Shooting for Special Effects
Week 10 — No Class
Week 11 — No Class
Week 12 — Project 3 Due // Making Things w/ Code
Week 13 — Film Making in the Future (?)
Week 14 - 16 — Final Projects



thinking about visual storytelling 



Chauvet Cave 
 33,000 BC



32,000 years ago



Egyptian Book of the Dead 
1550 BC



Shahr-e Sukhteh, Iran 
 3,000 BC





https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shahr-e_Sukhteh

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shahr-e_Sukhteh


thinking about linear perspective



Giotto di Bondone, Italy 
Jesus Before Caiaphas 
1305



Masaccio, Italy 
The Holy Trinity 
1428



Leonardo da Vinci, Italy 
 Vitruvian Man 
c. 1490



thinking about light writing



earliest reference to optical principles  
later named: “camera obscura" 

400 BC



Anon Twitter User 
2017



Anon Twitter User 
2017



“Camera Obscura” given a named, finally! 
1604



camera obscuras as drawing tool



Oldest Surviving Photograph 
Nicéphore Niépce, France 
View from the Window at Le Gras, 1826-27



First Photograph of a Person  
Louis Daguerre, France 
Boulevard du Temple, 1838



persistence of vision



Thaumatrope 
1824

https://vimeo.com/9273405


Kineograph (flip-book) 
1868

https://vimeo.com/16919246


Eadweard Muybridge
Horse Bet: 1872

http://www.apple.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eadweard_Muybridge




Movieloa / Praxinoscope 
1877

https://vimeo.com/85535780


Théâtre Optique 
1888



George Eastman Founds Kodak 
USA, 1888



Kinetoscope, 1893 

"I am experimenting upon an 
instrument which does for the eye 
what the phonograph does for the 
ear, which is the recording and 
reproduction of things in motion ...."

- Thomas Edison 
USA, 1888



Auguste and Louis Lumière, Paris 
Workers Leaving the Lumière Factory, 1895 

Cinematograph, 1890s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DEQeIRLxaM4


Auguste and Louis Lumière, Paris 
Workers Leaving the Lumière Factory, 1895 

Cinematograph, 1890s 



Auguste and Louis Lumière, Paris 
Arrival of a Train at La Ciotat, 1896 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dgLEDdFddk


Georges Méliès, France 
A Trip to the Moon, 1902 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_FrdVdKlxUk


The Smashing Pumpkins, USA 
Jonathan Dayton and Valerie Faris, dir 
Tonight Tonight, 1996 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NOG3eus4ZSo


D.W. Griffith - USA 
First Feature Length Film 
The Birth of a Nation, 1915 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I3kmVgQHIEY


Warner Brother Studios - USA 
1st Sync Sound Film 
The Jazz Singer, 1927





Lev Kuleshov, Russia 
The Kuleshov Effect, 1929

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_gGl3LJ7vHc


Alfred Hitchcock, USA 
The Kuleshov Effect, 1929

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TNVf1N34-io


Chris Marker, country of origin unknown lived in France 
Sans Soleil, 1983

http://qc.kanopystreaming.com/video/sans-soleil
http://qc.kanopystreaming.com/video/sans-soleil


Auguste and Louis Lumière, Paris 
Workers Leaving the Lumière Factory, 1895 

Cinematograph, 1890s 

La Jetée
1962 • Fantasy/Drama • 28 mins



Gasper Noé, Aregentinian lives in France 
Enter The Void, 2009



Ridley Scott, English 
Blade Runner, 1982







Jean-Luc Godard, France 
Breathless, 1960

http://qc.kanopystreaming.com/video/breathless
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