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CITIZEN KANE

Discussion



Project 3 - review

The piece can be a documentary, experimental or narrative in
style. Choose one of the following:

* Create a “self-portrait.”

* Create a portrait of someone that you are not related to or
close friends with. Perhaps it is a member of your
community. Maybe someone you admire. Or simply someone
you are curious about.

« Write and direct a narrative fictional film, set in a single
location with at least two characters.



Fitzcaraldo

Hyperrealism in Film

The role of sound



Art & Entertainment

The Auteur

Howard Hawks

Howard Hawks: 10 essential films + three underrated ones
http://www.bfi.org.uk/news-opinion/news-bfi/lists/howard-
hawks-10-essential-films-three-underrated-ones



Film Noir

Film Noir is a style or genre of cinematographic film
marked by a mood of pessimism, fatalism, and menace.
The term was originally applied (by a group of French
critics) to American thriller or detective films made in the
period 1944-54 and to the work of directors such as
Orson Welles, Fritz Lang, and Billy Wilder.



HoIIywood

Film Noir

Scarface, 1932, Howard Hawks



Hollywood

Film Noir
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Scarface, 1932, Howard Hawks




Hollywood

, 1932, Howard Hawks - Cafe hit scene

Defining the American Gangster Film


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9OmTSM0i9s&list=PLsrT1KM3vZmRKxE001UH_d91lph4cl4u9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GDaY8Je1wPs&index=5&list=PLsrT1KM3vZmRKxE001UH_d91lph4cl4u9

Hollywood

,1912, Quentin Tarantino


https://www.nytimes.com/video/movies/100000001969651/anatomy-of-a-scene-django-unchained.html

film + video ( + the web ) as
self portrait

It wasn’t Love, Sadie Benning



film + video
+ the web
as self
portrait

Parmigianino
Self-Portrait in a Convex Mirror c. 1524



film + video ( + the web ) as
self portrait
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Robert Cornelius, 1839

With his own knowledge of
chemistry and metallurgy, as
well as the help of chemist
Paul Beck Goddard, Cornelius
attempted to perfect the
daguerreotype. Around
October 1839, at age thirty,
Cornelius took a self-portrait
outside of the family store.



film + video
( + the web )
as self
portrait

Buzz Aldrin
space selfie, 1966




film + video ( + the web ) as
self portrait
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, 1961 — 64, Stan Brackage



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAoTHILzheo

film + video ( + the web ) as
self portrait

“birth, sex, death, and the search for God”
Stan Brackage



film + video ( + the web ) as
self portrait

. 1966, Chantel Ackerman


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jx2RNzl-p3Q

film + video ( + the web ) as
self portrait

, 1972, Chantel Ackerman


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8AGakyb3eBU&t=259s

film + video ( + the web ) as
self portrait

, 1989, Marlon Riggs


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tWuPLxMBjM8

self portrait
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Jonas Mekas
born 1922, Lithuania
Walden, 1969
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film + video ( + the web ) as
self portrait

, 1996 - 2003, Jennifer Ringley


http://digg.com/2015/reply-all-jennicam
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film +
Vile[=Yo

+ the web
as self
portrait

PERSON OF THE YEAR

Youtube, February 2005 - -
You: Person of the Year Yes, you.

. . You control the Information Age.
Time Magazme, December Welcome to your world.
2006




Narrative Practices



film concept

* writing a script

e drawing storyboards

e find funding

® cast + crew

e find location

* writing / drawing a shooting script
e scheduling

e call sheets

* equipment



Narrative Story

Synopsis — Pitch your story in 1 page (max 2-3 pages)
A plot summary that highlights the main characters and
what they go through during the story.

* hint: use verbs to describe the action of characters

What is a synopsis
http://www.scriptmag.com/wp-content/uploads/How-to-
Write-a-Synopsis.pdf

Treatment - 10-15 pages

Script - 90-120 pages
The Script format - A minute a page, with dialogue

Plot — multiple plot lines in characters lives

Characters — protagonist and main characters



The Script

Screenwriting
format

11.
JOBN
Well, one can’'t have everything.

CUT TO:

CXT. JOIN AND MARY'G [OQUGE - CONTINUOUS

An old car 2ulls up te the curb and a few KNOZKS as the
engine shuts down.

MZKE s=teps out of the car and walks up te the front docr. He
r.ngs the doorbell.

IACK TO:

INT. KITCHEN - CONTINUCUGS

JOHN
viho or Earth could that ba?

HMARY
I'll co and see.

Mary gete un and walks ont,

The front door lock CLICKS and deoor CREAXS a little as it’'s
opened,

MARY (0.S.) (CONT’D)
vell relloc Mike. Come on i1n! John,
Mike'’'s here!

JOHN
Hiya Mike! What brings yoa here?

lks in, Mike fellowing. Both sit down at the kitchen
e, opposite one another.

MIKE
Ch, just thought I’d briny back
ynur'revolver: "hanks for letting
me borrow it last week.

M_ke reaches in his pocket and fishes ocu: a hammerless Smitk
& Wesson. H2 opens the cylinder with a CLICK and confirms

it’e unloadad hefore setting it on the tahle,

John removes the paper towel from his plate, setting the
bacon down on it. Then he takes his sunny-sides up =ggs from
the frving »2an and puts them on the plate. He sits down

between Mika2 and Mary.




The gaze

Whose perspective is the story told from?
Whose reality are we representing?

The predominant 19 year old white male audience

The burden of representation of marginalized groups:
- Women in film

- LGBT

- Black and other non-white communities

- Disabled and special abled



Suspense of disbelief

Whose reality are we representing?



Narrative Structure

What is a plot point?

A plot point is a significant event within a plot that spins the
action around in another direction

Plot Point 1: about one third of the film in, 25-30 pages into
the script, which translates to 25-30 min into the film.

Plot Point 2: about two thirds of the film in,
The climax of the film typically occurs at PP2.



The characters

Get to know your characters





